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Synopsis

A revised, updated, and retitled edition of David Boaz’s classic book Libertarianism: A Primer, which
was praised as uniting "history, philosophy, economics, and law - spiced with just the right
anecdotes - to bring alive a vital tradition of American political thought that deserves to be honored
today". (Richard A. Epstein, University of Chicago) Libertarianism - the philosophy of personal and
economic freedom - has deep roots in Western civilization and in American history, and it's growing
stronger. Two long wars, chronic deficits, the financial crisis, the costly drug war, the campaigns of
Ron Paul and Rand Paul, the growth of executive power under presidents Bush and Obama, and
the revelations about NSA abuses have pushed millions more Americans in a libertarian direction.
Libertarianism: A Primer, by David Boaz, the longtime executive vice president of the Cato Institute,
continues to be the best available guide to the history, ideas, and growth of this increasingly
important political movement - and now it has been updated throughout and with a new title: The
Libertarian Mind. Boaz has updated the book with new information on the threat of government
surveillance; the policies that led up to and stemmed from the 2008 financial crisis; corruption in
Washington; and the unsustainable welfare state. The Libertarian Mind is the ultimate resource for

the current, burgeoning libertarian movement.
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Customer Reviews

This book is great. | consider my political views "ever-changing" and | have been wanting to explore



the philosophy behind libertarianism. This book is a wonderful primer. It explains libertarianism in a
simple, straightforward way. The book doesn’t pander left, right, up, or down. | consider it to be fair. |

would highly recommend.

An excellent overall introduction to libertarian ideas. Despite what some folks might tell you,
libertarian ideas are directly applicable to the complex issues that our society is facing. Boaz, while
occasionally a little dry, does an excellent job of explaining libertarian ideas, their development
through history and how they can be applied today in our Western society. Maybe you don’t agree
with libertarianism for one reason or another. This book might or might not persuade you, but don’t
rely on the oversimplified (and often strawman) arguments you may have heard against
libertarianism. Read this book and find out what libertarian ideas actually are and how many
libertarians would like to see them applied. If you're already libertarian or leaning libertarian, read

this book and get a secure footing in the ideas of liberty and human rights.

This book is a great overview of Libertarianism and how this view improves everyone’s lives. Hitting
almost every issue and topic you can think of, the author clearly articulated the arguments, logic,
pragmatism and benefits of a Libertarian viewpoint of individual liberty and respect for others. Great

read, learned a lot, and am now better equipped to defend and advocate for the Liberty movement.

Essential reading for a libertarian. Good ideas for others to chew on. Very clearly laid-out and

written.

Excellent read, gave me good insight into American thinking on the subject of ‘Libertarian’ ideas.

Awesome book! As soon as | finished it | had to start re-reading it again.

| was a Libertarian before. Now it is set in stone.

Excellent, Not completely read but so far feel well informed.,
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